
Sri Lanka rescue  Falmouth Coastguard helped to co-ordinate the rescue of 
three crew of a British yacht 200 miles east of Sri Lanka in January. The boat had lost 
steerage and begun taking in water. The crew were evacuated to a merchant ship
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Jeanne Socrates had to 
abandon her non-stop round 
the world voyage when her 
Najad 380 Nereida was  
badly damaged 

M
CA

A knockdown off Cape Horn has 
ended British yachtswoman 
Jeanne Socrates’s second attempt 
to sail non-stop round the world. 
Socrates, 68, a retired mathematics 
lecturer, previously sailed round 
the world alone in a Najad 361 after 
her husband died of cancer in 
2003. She had her current Najad 
380, Nereida, built with this 
voyage in mind.

She left Victoria, BC, on 25 
October, but her non-stop voyage 
sadly came to an end on 5 January, 
when she had to stop at Ushuaia 

for repairs after the capsize.
“Nereida was knocked down 

after lying hove-to for just over 
two hours in winds of around 40 
knots and seas of 5-6m,” she 
reports. “I was waiting for 
conditions to abate to head east 
around Cape Horn in calmer 
conditions a day or two later. 

“Fortunately, I was unharmed 
and the mast stayed upright, but 
there was substantial damage: 
broken boom, sprayhood and 
framework totally washed away, 
glass of the windscreen smashed, 

In their annual recognition of members’ 
most daring voyages, the Royal Cruising 
Club has given its premier award, the 
Challenge Cup, as well as the Goldsmith 
Exploration Award to Trevor Robertson.

Robertson made a solo crossing of the 
Southern Ocean from New Zealand to 
Puerto Montt in Chile, a voyage of 5,440 
miles. He followed this with a nine-
month journey of survey and discovery. 
He sailed over 2,000 miles along the 
channels and islands from Puerto Montt 
to Cape Horn, almost all of this alone.

His yacht Iron Bark II is a small one: a 
36ft steel gaff cutter. In giving him the 

Knocked down off Cape Horn

award, log judge Christopher Thornhill 
said: “[The boat] had to be securely 
moored in bays and creeks almost every 
night, with anchors down and lines 
ashore, a considerable feat of 
seamanship for a single-hander in a 
heavy boat, often in snow and ice.”

Robertson’s travels continued to the 
Falkland Islands and throughout he 
made detailed and careful notes of 
every anchorage, including soundings, 
and passage – all 81 of them. 

No doubt this knowledge will 
contribute to the information published 
by the RCC Pilotage Foundation.

Voyage of exploration

washboard damaged, staysail 
furler damage, windsteering 
damaged, pole broken and chaos 
down below, with seawater soaking 
a lot of the main cabin contents.”

Socrates was in touch with the 
US Maritime Mobile Net on 14300 
kHz and they contacted Falmouth 
Coastguard, which liaised with 
MRCC Chile. “A fishing vessel sent 
to tow us to safety ran over my 
series drogue and cut it away, 
despite VHF warnings in Spanish 
of its existence. I was very relieved 
not to have to accept a tow from 
them – I found, after removing the 
seal on the engine, that I had the 
full use of it and was able to 
continue unassisted,” she says.

She rounded Cape Horn early 
on 7 January and made landfall in 
Ushuaia. “I am now trying to clean 
up down below and get repairs 
done as quickly as possible in 
order, hopefully, to continue on 
eastward before the weather 
deteriorates.”

Socrates is using her solo 
voyage to raise money for Marie 
Curie Cancer Care, which provides 
nursing care at home to people 
with terminal illness. See  www.
justgiving.com/jeannesocrates 
and www.svnereida.com
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